To: Alan M Peaceman§ Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |}
From: Peaceman, Karen

Sent: Thur 2/8/2018 4:35:35 PM

Subject: FW: Wolverine clips, Feb. 7, 2018

For what it’s worth.....I now get these every single day.....

From: Lippert, Allison

Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2018 9:28 AM

To: Lippert, Allison <lippert.allison@epa.gov>; Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov>;
Kaplan, Robert <kaplan.robert@epa.gov>; Stepp, Cathy <stepp.cathy@epa.gov>; Chu, Ed
<Chu.Ed@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff

<kelley jeff@epa.gov>; Rowan, Anne <rowan.anne@epa.gov>; Mattas-Curry, Lahne <Mattas-
Curry.Lahne@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard. Andrea@epa.gov>; Arrazola, Ignacio
<arrazola.ignacio@epa.gov>; Asque, Gillian <asque.gillian@epa.gov>; Aultz, Erica
<aultz.erica@epa.gov>; Ballotti, Doug <ballotti.douglas@epa.gov>; Kimble, Jeffrey

<kimble jeffrey@epa.gov>; Boone, Denise <boone.denise@epa.gov>; Chabria, Monesh
<chabria.monesh@epa.gov>; Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov>; Clark, Jacqueline
<clark jacqueline@epa.gov>; Deamer, Eileen <deamer.cileen@epa.gov>; Dodds, Jennifer
<dodds jennifer@epa.gov>; El-Zein, Jason <el-zein.jason@epa.gov>; Frey, Rebecca
<frey.rebecca@epa.gov>; Gangwisch, Bryan <gangwisch.bryan@epa.gov>; Guerriero, Margaret
<guerriero.margaret@epa.gov>; Harris, Kimberly <harris.kimberly@epa.gov>; Harris, Michael
<harris.michael@epa.gov>; Holst, Linda <holst.linda@epa.gov>; Johnson, Mark
<johnson.mark@epa.gov>; Klassman, Debra <klassman.debra@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Mangino, Mario <mangino.mario@epa.gov>; Mankowski,
Matthew <mankowski.matthew(@epa.gov>; Moore, Tammy <moore.tammy@epa.gov>; Morris,
Julie <morris.julie@epa.gov>; Muniz, Nuria <Muniz.Nuria@epa.gov>; Nelson, Leverett
<nelson.leverett@epa.gov>; Newman, Erin <newman.erin@epa.gov>; Peaceman, Karen
<Peaceman.Karen@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Prendiville, Timothy
<prendiville.timothy@epa.gov>; Schupp, George <schupp.george@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita
<bair.rita@epa.gov>; Tanaka, Joan <Tanaka.Joan@epa.gov>; Victorine, Gary
<victorine.gary@epa.gov>; Williams, Thomas <williams.tom@epa.gov>; Wilson, Jennifer
<wilson.jenniferA@epa.gov>; Zintek, Lawrence <zintek.lawrence@epa.gov>

Subject: Wolverine clips, Feb. 7, 2018

Wolverine PFAS press clips

US EPA Region 5 — prepared by the Office of Public Affairs

February 7, 2018

WOOD TV Lawsuits against Wolverine claim 3 deaths tied to PFAS

hitp:/lwoodtv.com/2018/02/06/lawsuits -against-wolverine-claim-3-deaths-tied-to-pfas/
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Lawsuits against Wolverine claim 3 deaths tied to PFAS

Ken Kolker Published: February 6, 2018, 6:34 pm Updated: February 6, 2018, 6:54 pm

ALGOMA TOWNSHIP, Mich. (WOOD) — Ashlee Naffziger keeps a string of beads in a memory
box for her son, Hunter.

It includes one bead for every procedure he underwent in his 6.5 weeks of life — 41 beads in all.

“Everyday life is very hard when you're supposed to have an almost 3-year-old and he’s not
here,” Naffziger said.

Hunter is among three people named in lawsuits alleging that Wolverine Worldwide’s growing
PFAS crisis killed them. The others include Sandy Wynn-Stelt’'s husband, Joel, who was 61
yvears old when he died from liver cancer 1.5 years ago. He drank water from gne of the most
contaminated wells near Wolverine’s old House Street dump.

The third was the wife of a man who lives in Belmont. Details on that case were not available.

Target 8 dug through 79 lawsuits filed in Kent County Circuit Court against Wolverine. Also
among the allegations:

i 0 PFAS led to diseases or other ilinesses that sickened 59 people in
contamination zones in Plainfield and Algoma townships.

oo T PFAS caused nine miscarriages, six cases of cancer, other tumors, thyroid
and kidney problems, high cholesterol and more.

“Here you are just drinking simple water that’'s hurting you,” Hunter's mom said. “That's scary to
think about, that something so simple and something that we take for granted is hurting us and
hurting our children.”

Wolverine Worldwide disputes the claims. The Rockford-based shoe manufacturer issued the
following statement Tuesday afternoon:

“Wolverine Worldwide understands that these are serious issues facing our communily. We are
working diligently every day with local, state and federal reguiators fo resolve this situation.
Nevertheless, Wolverine categorically disagrees with the legal assertions made by the plaintiffs’
attorneys and we plan to vigorously defend ourselves in court.”

wasn't surprised by the alleged ilinesses in Kent County. It was his study that found links
between PFAS and six diseases. The PFAS levels in West Michigan, he said, are much
higher than they were in West Virginia.
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“Industry is just going to say what Dupont did here: ‘Well, it's never been proven to be harmful in
humans,” until we found those six links,” Brooks said on Tuesday. “But that's not nearly all that it
causes. There’s multiple cancers that have now been involved.”

Naffziger said she watched as the PFAS scare spread from where it started at Wolverine’s
former House Street dump.

“My mom lives in Rockford, but it's not even close to her. Then the closer it got to them, the
more | was concerned,” she said.

A recent test found 255 parts per trillion of PFAS in Naffzigers mom’s well on Algoma Avenue
NE — triple the state’s limit. Naffziger said she lived there 13 vears until 2012.

It's an area where investigators believe Wolverine dumped PFAS-laced sludge decades ago
on farm fields and possibly in a gravel pit.

The study in West Virginia found probabile links to kidney and testicular cancers, ulcerative
colitis, thyroid problems, hypertension in pregnancy and high cholesterol. But the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention says PFAS may also affect the immune system, as well as fetal
and child development.

Doctors discovered a heart defect in Hunter before he was bomn.

“He had some holes in his heart and his pulmonary arteries were in the wrong places,” his mom
said.

Doctors at University of Michigan’s C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor wanted her take
her pregnancy as far as it would go so Hunter could survive heart surgery, she said. But

Naffziger suffered preclampsia with high blood pressure — one of the suspected conditions
caused by PFAS. She delivered Hunter at 36 weeks in an emergency caesarean section.

Naffziger said she stayed at Hunter's bedside for his entire life, and that she and her husband
held him whenever they could.

“I think | made more of a connection knowing that it might be short-lived,” she said.
But the surgeries were too much for Hunter. He died in May 2015.

“We removed life support and he took two breaths and that was it,” she said. “We know that we
made a good choice for him.”

“If he could have stayed in longer, | absolutely believe he could have been healthier for his
surgery, had stronger lungs for his surgery. And | think if he had that chance, he could have
fought harder and longer and who knows how different our story could be right now,” Naffziger
said.

She’s angry but was reluctant at first to sue.

“We weren't going to point fingers where they didn’t need to be, and now | think we need to
point fingers for sure,” she said.
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She and her husband Doug have devoted a wall to Hunter, complete with baby pictures.
“Some people may not believe it, but he shows himself in so many ways,” she said.

Hunter now has a baby brother, Grayson, born 9 months ago. Now, they fear he could be
contaminated with PFAS.
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